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Choosing the Correct Article — A, An, The, or

@ (no article)

w
1. Is the noun UNKNOWN or KNOWN to the reader/listener?
Is the noun being MeNtioned for the first time or the second time?

a)

— S
afan/g the
- I bought 8 book - | bought a book. The book is interesting.
-1 at= an apple. - 1 ate an apple. The apols was delicious.
- 1 am drinking water. - 1 am drinking water. The water is cold.

b) Is the noun's iduwﬁt:ﬁl’lﬂrﬂl or speciK

afan/g the
-1 have a book. -1 rzad the best book in the librany.
-1 zte @n apple. -1 am drinking the water that you gave me.
- 1 am drinking water.

©) Isthere MNOre than One of the noun or is the noun UNiQUE?

+ T
afan the
-Isee a star. -1 see the moon.

2. a Isthenoun COUNtable or uncountable?
al v L__‘\'

afan/the S /the
-1zte @ banzna. - [ drank water.
-1 ate an zople. - I drank the water that you gave me.
-1 zte the green zpole.

b) rsu.ecnuntah‘lf%lg_gingular or pluralﬂ\_’

- The banana was delicious.

a
-1 zte @ bananz.
- I studi=d =t @ university.
- I have a wseful umnkbrellz.
- I have @ wery old umbrella.
- 1 stayed in @ hotel.

afan/the @/the
- [ have @ book -1 ate apples.
-1 ate an apple. - [ ate the apples.

Does the COUNtable noun/modifier begin with a consonant sound or = vowel sound?

an
-1 ate an apple.
- I have an umbrella.
- D'went to an ald university.
- [went to an extremely good school.
- I studied for @an hour.
- I'waorked on an MS Word document.




Practice: Write a, an, or the in the places where articles are needed, and 8, where no
article is needed.

Today, Ilwentto __ market. __ marketisnexttomy ___ house.

| bought __ apple, ____ loaf of bread, and ____ bottle of milk. On my way home,

| saw ___ catsittingonawall. ____ cat looked hungry, so Il gave it _____ piece of
bread. | packed ____ lunch and got ready to go see ______ friend of mine.

Now, | am visiting___ my friend at ___ Beacon Hill Park. We are

sitting on ____ bench and talking about ____ movie we watched last weekend. We love
watching ___ movies together. | can see _____ families having picnics, and | can hear
_____children laughing softly in the background. _____ sun is shining and there are a lot
of ___ birdsflyingin___ sky. Todayis ____ great day!

Also see the handout: Noncount Nouns in CBA 160
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